
True Life Fiction Real people, real events, 

re-interpreted as fiction. 

Mademoiselle Chanel by  C. W. Gortner 
A creative reimagining of the life of iconic fashion designer Coco Chanel traces the 

development of her exceptional sewing skills in an orphanage, her transformation into 

a couturier and the private struggles behind her subsequent fame. FIC GORTNER  

 

Paris Red by Maureen Gibbon   
At 17, Victorine Meurent abandons her old life to become immersed in the Parisian 

society of dance halls and cafés, meeting writers and artists like Baudelaire and  

Alfred Stevens. As Manet's model, Victorine explores a world of new possibilities and 

stirs the artist to push the boundaries of painting in his infamous portrait Olympia, 

which scandalizes even the most cosmopolitan city. FIC GIBBON  
 

Amherst by William Nicholson 
Alice Dickinson is a young advertising executive who works in London and dreams of 

becoming a screenwriter. She decides to take some time off work to research her 

idea for a screenplay: the true story of a scandalous adulterous love affair that took 

place in Amherst, Massachusetts, in the 1880s. FIC NICHOLSON  

 

Mrs. Grant and Madame Jule by Jennifer Chiaverini 
In 1844, Missouri belle Julia Dent met dazzling horseman Lieutenant Ulysses S Grant. 

Four years passed before their parents permitted them to wed, and the groom's  

abolitionist family refused to attend the ceremony. Since childhood, Julia owned as a 

slave another Julia, known as Jule. FIC CHIAVERINI  
 
Eight Girls Taking Pictures by Whitney Otto 
A tale inspired by the lives of famous twentieth-century female photographers traces 

the progression of feminism and photography in various world regions as each  

woman explores private and public goals while balancing the demands of family and 

creativity. FIC OTTO 
 
The Dream Lover by Elizabeth Berg 
George Sand was a 19th century French novelist known not only for her novels but 

even more for her scandalous behavior. After leaving her estranged husband, Sand 

moved to Paris where she wrote, wore men's clothing, smoked cigars, and had love 

affairs with famous men and an actress named Marie. FIC BERG 
 
Nine Rabbits by Virginia Zaharieva 
In Bulgaria during the height of communism in the 1960s, six-year-old Manda survives 

her cruel grandmother and rural poverty by finding sheer delight in the world—plump 

vegetables, garden gnomes, and darkened attic corners. FIC ZAHARIEVA  
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The Anatomy Lesson by Nina Siegal 
Set in seventeenth-century Holland, this historical novel imagines the complex story 

behind one of Rembrandt's most famous paintings. Commissioned by a prominent 

Amsterdam medical guild, The Anatomical Lesson of Dr. Nicolaes Tulp was one of 

Rembrandt's first paintings to gain public notice. FIC SIEGAL  

 
The Secret Life of William Shakespeare by Jude Morgan 
There are so few established facts about how the son of a glove maker from  

Warwickshire became one of the greatest writers of all time that some people doubt 

he could really have written so many astonishing plays. FIC MORGAN  

 
Electric City by Elizabeth Rosner 
Upstate New York, at the confluence of the great Hudson River and its mighty  

tributary the Mohawk --from this stunning landscape came the creation of a new 

world of science. In 1887, Thomas Edison moved his Edison Machine Works here and in 

1892, it became the headquarters of a major manufacturing company, giving the 

town its nickname: Electric City. FIC ROSNER  

 
Flight of the Sparrow : A Novel of Early America by Amy B. Brown 
A historical novel based on the life of Mary Rowlandson. Even before she was  

captured by Indians on a winter day of violence and terror, Mary Rowlandson  

sometimes found herself in conflict with her rigid Puritan community. FIC BROWN  

 
Under the Wide and Starry Sky by Nancy Horan 
They meet in rural France in 1875, when Fanny, having run away from her philandering 

husband back in California, takes refuge there with her children. Stevenson too is  

escaping from his life, running from family pressure to become a lawyer. And so  

begins a turbulent love affair that will last two decades and span the world.  
FIC HORAN  

 
Vanessa and Her Sister by Priya Parmar 
This story gives an intimate glimpse into the lives of Vanessa Bell, her sister Virginia 

Woolf, and the controversial and popular circle of intellectuals known as the  

Bloomsbury Group.  
FIC PARMAR  

 
Burial Rites by Hannah Kent 
Set against Iceland's stark landscape, Hannah Kent brings to vivid life the story of  

Agnes, who, charged with the brutal murder of her former master, is sent to an  

isolated farm to await execution. FIC KENT  

 
Z : A novel of Zelda Fitzgerald by Therese Fowler  
When beautiful, reckless Southern belle Zelda Sayre meets F. Scott Fitzgerald at a 

country club dance in 1918, she is seventeen years old and he is a young army  

lieutenant stationed in Alabama. Before long, the “ungettable” Zelda has fallen for 

him despite his unsuitability: Scott isn’t wealthy or prominent or even a Southerner. 
FIC FOWLER  

For more suggestions check Bookletters & Staff Recommendations on our website. 


